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read, the more I begin to wonder whether it would not be
possible for me to become a writer like Alexander Pushkin.
Who can say that this might not happen ? " writes a pupil in
a school for the Ulchi, a small nationality in the Far North,
in his composition on the theme " What I Wish to Become ",
and expresses the new zest for learning and the new ambi-
tions and enthusiams which begin to fire Arctic youth.

The struggle to kindle that fire called forth the same
qualities of love and devotion that led Anne Sullivan
Macy, the undaunted teacher of Helen Killer, to her world-
renowned successes.

Whilst geologists, engineers, agronomists, airmen, and
seamen strove to bridge distance, build industry, and
probe the earth for its riches, educators probed the minds
of simple northern children and discovered human and
spiritual values which will enrich the world's art and
intelligence. Arctic youth may yet realize the dream
of the small Ulchi essayist.

Peculiar difficulties beset the establishment of schools
in these northern regions. No buildings were available.
No teachers to speak the native tongues. No text-books
in native speech. Not even a settled population in many
localities, for many northern peoples live a roving life.
Nomad schools were needed for a nomad people.

Gradually, however, schools have been built and teachers
taught. There has been a wide demand for boarding-
schools. Already by 1934-5, 80*8 per cent, of the
children in the Nenets national area were attending
school, 83.9 per cent, in the Khatanga area, 97 per cent.
in the Narym area.

Long and perilous journeys lay before the new teachers,
and a host of problems confronted them daily as they built
up their schools. Practical difficulties arose. For the
children were gathered from different tribes, each with
their own customs and rooted prejudices. The Komi
children, for example, at Lobozersk, enjoyed farina porridge;
the Saami children hated it. Some could eat pork soup at
dinner; some could not. One dinner at a boarding-
school at St. Lawrence met disaster because the Ghukchis
children refuse salt entirely.